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United Nations response to disasters
Initiatives of the United Nations on Improving Disaster Resilience
People living in high-risk areas are more vulnerable and exposed to hazards across the world. Disaster resilience is an element that prevents the destruction caused by disaster and most importantly saves the lives of the exposed persons. The United Nations plays a critical role in emergency response through the different initiatives that have been developed across the world. 
Making Cities Sustainable and Resilient Campaign (MCSRC) is among the initiatives that have been developed by the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) (UN, 2019). The MCSRC will last for three years and will come to a close at the end of this year.  The central goal of MCSRC is to reduce disaster impacts across cities. Studies show that cities are among the high-risk areas that are profoundly affected by disasters (UN, 2019). The fact that towns hold large populations spanning to over fifteen million people calls for the need for the development of disaster resilience (UN, 2019). Building resilient cities involve educating the communities to understand the safety features of a disaster while equipping disaster management team with adequate resources to and capacity to address emergencies.  Also, risk analysis is another feature that allows for the building of resilient communities (UN, 2019).  Several partners support MCSRC at the local, regional and national level in helping communities to adopt disaster resilience. 
One of the sustainable development goals of the UN is the reduction of poverty which cannot be achieved in areas that encounter frequent disasters (UN, 2019). Hazards are known to cause massive destruction and increasing the intensity of poverty among various communities. Therefore, the creation and building of disaster-resilient communities are essential in the achievement of sustainable development goals. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 is the reference point for disaster risk management and reductions (UN, 2019).  Development of local risk reduction and climate change adoption strategies are among the central areas that increase disaster resilience in different communities.  The initiative seeks to address all types of hazards including floods, droughts, and cyclones among others. 
Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative (CADRI) is another risk reduction initiative that was developed by the UN.  The CADRI is aimed at building capacity and providing support for disaster management and response (UNDP, 2019). The CADRI is composed of different member countries and partners including the UNESCO, WHO, UNICEF, FAO among others (UNDP, 2019).  The central objective of the initiative is to identify capacity gaps in disaster risk at country levels.  The CADRI initiatives also articulate the UN system and other interventions to address the capacity gaps identified to curb disasters across many countries in the world.  The CADRI initiatives support the UN resilience building effort by ensuring that states can handle and address various disasters that might strike a country.  Capacity development that is offered by the CADRI initiatives covers several sectors including agriculture and food security, nutrition, health, education, environment, infrastructures, WASH, human mobility among others (UNDP, 2019).  The CADRI initiatives ensure that the DRR is included in the national strategic plans to allow for addressing of disasters in a country.  Currently, the CADRI initiatives support more than 20 countries and train various personnel at the government, UN agencies, NGOs and other stakeholders. 
How the Initiates Have Helped the United States
The United States is among the primary beneficiaries of the UN initiatives on disaster risk reduction.  Through the Making Cities Sustainable and Resilient Campaign, the US has been able to create resilient cities across different states especially those that are found at the shores.  Hurricanes and cyclones often among the hazards that often strike the US and therefore through the MCSRC, many people are aware of the disaster, and they have been equipped with safety skill during emergencies.  Also, the United Nations have developed the capacity to address various disasters at the national level. Through the CADRI initiative, the US has set aside centres to address hazards such as the emergency management unit and Homeland security (UN, 2019). 
Primary Obstacles to the Initiatives
The central barrier affecting the implementation of the initiatives include lack of adequate understanding by local governments of disaster risk reduction (DRR) and resilience (UN, 2019). The provincial government plays a critical role in bringing together the key stakeholders in DRR and well as carrying out a systematic analysis of risks. Without a proper understanding of local government achievement of the strategic goal of the initiatives becomes a challenge that will lead to the recording of disastrous results. 
 The other challenge in the implementation of the initiatives is the lack of coordination mechanisms among the different key stakeholders and social inclusion within pilot cities (UN, 2019). There is the need for public participation during the implementation of the initiatives in the pilot cities to create awareness among the city dwellers on the importance of the actions in the areas which allows for the achievement of the set goals. 
Additionally, the lack of financial resources at the municipal level hinders the implementation of the initiatives. Without funds, the cities cannot support disaster initiatives, which is a central challenge in the implementation process. 
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